
         Agenda Item No. 5 

 

To:  Joint Audit Committee 
 

Date:  27 November 2013 
 
By:  Chief Finance Officer and Director of Finance  

 
Title: Review of Annual Governance Statements 

 

 

 
Purpose of Report: 

 
To update the Committee on progress against the actions identified in the 

Annual Governance Statement 2012-13 and to set out proposals for the 

development of the governance arrangements in the future. 
 

 

Recommendation  
 

- that the Joint Audit Committee:- 

 
a) appoint a member of the Committee to take part in the 

internal review of annual governance;  

 

b) undertake a review of the OSPCC compliance with the 25 
transparency disclosure requirements as set out in the Elected 

Local Policing Bodies (Specified Information) Order 2011; and 
  

c) note and comment on the achievements against the actions 

identified in the 2012-13 Annual Governance Review action 

plan 

 
 

 
Introduction 

 

 

1.1 Following CIPFA guidance, the PCC and Chief Constable now 
 prepare separate Annual Governance Statements.  These are 

 supported by combined Police & Crime Commissioner (SPCC) and 

 Chief Constable notes.  At its meeting in September the Committee 
 was presented with the final 2012-13 Annual Governance 

 Statements and notes.  The statements were subsequently agreed 
 by the SPCC and Chief Constable and now form part of the Office of 
 the SPCC and Sussex Police arrangements for ensuring that a 

 framework of good governance is in place.  
 

1.2 The Committee have recommended that a review of the governance 

 arrangements be undertaken to streamline the process and to 



 ensure that the statements and any supporting documents are 

 meaningful and effectively used to manage the governance 

 arrangements for the PCC, the Chief Constable and their respective 
 offices. 

 
1.3 The Committee are asked to appoint a member to represent them 
 on the Governance Review working group.  The outcome and 

 recommendations of the review will be presented to the next 
 meeting of the Committee in March.   

 

Progress update 
 

2.1 CIPFA has produced a thematic framework to support public bodies 

 in the delivery of their governance arrangements.  The SPCC and 

 Chief Constable have used this framework to identify areas of good 
 practice and areas for development.  The framework with 

 commentary is attached.  The actions and commentary will be 

 refined to include specific improvement targets and deadlines as 
 part of the review of the governance arrangements. 

 

2.2 The Joint Audit Committee will receive an updated version of this 

 plan at each of its meetings. 
 

Internal audit of governance arrangements 

 
3. Internal Audit are currently undertaking a review of governance 

 arrangements across both organisations and the outcome of the 
 review will be presented to this Committee as part of the internal 
 audit feedback report and will be used to inform the internal review 

 of governance arrangements. 
 

 

PCC Statutory Transparency 
 

4.1 The Home Office has produced a summary of the requirements of 

 PCCs to “publish certain information to allow the public to hold 

 them to account”. The summary includes a simplified list of 
 information publication requirements and the timings for 
 publication.  

 
4.2 During October 2013, the CoPaCC (Compares Police and Crime 

 Commissioners) carried out a review to assess the extent that 

 OPCCs were meeting their statutory requirements on 
 transparency. The findings of the review are detailed within the 

 national report which has been circulated to members of the 

 Committee.  

 
4.3 The OSPCC submitted the information to CoPaCC as 

 requested, and now is a timely opportunity for the Joint Audit 

 Committee to undertake a review of the information available to the 
 public on the OSPCC website. 

 



 

 

 
Contact List 

 
Contact:  Kathy Wrathall, Risk Manager, Sussex Police  
Email: Katherine.wrathall@sussex.pnn.police.uk  

Tel:  101 Ext: 44453 
 

Contact:  Mary Clarke, Senior Policy Officer, OSPCC 

Email: mary.clarke@sussex-pcc.gov.uk 
Tel:  01273 481587 

 

Contact: Mark Baker, Director of Finance, Sussex Police 

Email:  mark.s.baker@sussex.pnn.police.uk 
Tel: 101 Ext: 44051 

 

Contact: Mr John Eagles, Chief Finance Officer, OSPCC 
Email: john.eagles@sussex-pcc.gov.uk 

Tel: 01273 481582 


